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REMARKS 

Claims 1, 5, 7-28 and 35-52 are pending in this application. 

Claims 1, 5, 19-23, 35, 39 and 45 were rejected. 

Claims 6, 37, 38, 40-44 and 46-50 were objected to. 

Claims 7-18, 24-28, 35-36 and 51 were subject to a restriction 
or election requirement. 

In section 1 of the Office Action, it was stated that the 
election was made without traverse. The Applicants agreed claim 1 
was generic and also agreed, because it was not traversed, that the 
Examiner's statement that "Upon allowance of a generic claim, 
applicant will be entitled to consideration to claims to additional 
species which are written in dependent form or otherwise include 
all the limitations of an allowed generic claim as provided by 37 
CFR 1.141. If claims are added after the election, applicant must 
indicate which are readable upon the elected species. MPEP § 
809.02 (a) ." 

Also, there appears to be a typing error in the PTOL 326 Form 
as claim 35 was stated to be withdrawn, but was also rejected. See 
Section 4 of the Office Action. 

It is noted that the Applicants have now added new claim 52, 
which is clearly readable on the elected species of Figure 1. 

Also, in view of the assumed allowance of claim 5, it is 
requested, for example, that the Examiner rejoin the claims that 
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are dependent thereon. These claims are, for example, claims 7, 8, 
9, et al. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

In Section 10 of the Office Action, the Examiner stated that a 
copy of reference H-324081, as listed on PTO-1449 was not available 
to the Examiner. This document was submitted in the prior 
application and accordingly the Applicants have complied with the 
requirements for the Information Disclosure Statement. 

As requested by the Examiner, enclosed is a copy as Appendix 1 
of H-324081 [sic 3-24081] together with a explanation of the 
relevancy of this document that was submitted in the previous 
application. No new IDS is considered necessary as the Applicants 
have complied with the requirements of the IDS previously. 

Foreign Priority 

While it was indicated that the certified copies of the 
priority documents were not received, it is noted that these 
documents were submitted in the prior application (Application 
No. 09/559,969) and it was indicated in the Office Action of 
October 2, 2001 that these documents were received. 

The Examiner is requested to clarify that the foreign 
priority documents were received in the previous application 
(09/559, 969) . 
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Reply to Rejections 

Claim 1 was rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Hiss (USP 5,232,299) in view of Zweig (USP 
3,679,483). This rejection is traversed. 

Claim 1 has been amended to call for the specifics of a 
first and second portion coupled by a ball member which is 
connected to the washing machine proper for movement of the 
partial washing apparatus. This structure is shown in the 
elected species element 4 as further defined in Figure 2 . With 
this structure, the partial washing apparatus can be easily 
maneuverable by the person operating the washing machine. 

This structure is not shown or suggested by the two 
references applied. 

For the reasons set forth above, the Examiner is requested 
to reconsider and withdraw the rejection of the claims under 3 5 
U.S.C. § 103. 

Second Rejection 

Claims 5, 19, 23, and 35 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 
103(a) as being unpatentable over Japan 4-224793 (Japan x 793) in 
view of either Hortel, et al . (USP 6,391,061) or Japan 10-128175 
(Japan x 175). This rejection is traversed. 

Initially, claim 5 has been amended to include the subject 
matter of original claim 6, which was indicated as allowable. 
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Accordingly, claim 5 and its dependent claims should also be 
allowable. See the note regarding rejoining the species with 
regard to dependent claims, noted above. 

With respect to claim 19, this claim has been amended to 
include structure, which alters the properties of tap water. 
This structure is not shown or suggested by the references 
applied. 

Accordingly, claim 19 and its dependent claims are now 
considered allowable. 

For the reasons set forth above, the Examiner is requested 
to reconsider and withdraw the rejection of the claims under 3 5 
U.S.C. § 103. 

Third Rejection 

Claims 20-22 [sic 23?] were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 
103 (aO as being unpatentable over Japan x 793 in view of either 
Hortel, et al . or Japan '175 as applied to claims 5 and 19 
above, and further in view or Rose (USP 3,342,336). This 
rejection is traversed. 

Initially, these claims are dependent on claim 19, and as 
claim 19 is considered patentable for the reasons set forth 
above, the addition of Rose does not cure the adherent 
deficiencies of the rejection of claim 19 (amended) . 
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For the reasons set forth above, the Examiner is requested 
to reconsider and withdraw the rejection of the claims under 35 
U.S.C. § 103. 

Fifth Rejection 

Claim 45 was rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being 
clearly anticipated by Miyazaki . This rejection is traversed. 

While the reference applied shows a supersonic vibration 

horn and a slit (e.g., 23) there is no specific disclosure that 

the slit would permit an article to be washed to be inserted 

into the slit. Even if this was a possibility or probability, a 

rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 102 cannot be based on possibility 

or probability. See Continental Can Co. USA v Monsanto, 2 0 USPQ 

2 nd , 1746, 1749, 1750 (Fed. Cir. 1991) which stated as follows: 

"To serve as an anticipation when the 
reference is silent about the asserted inherent 
characteristic, such gap in the reference may be 
filled... [such] that the missing... matter is 
necessarily present in the ... reference, and that 
it would be so recognized by persons or ordinary 
skill... "Inherency... may not be established by 
probabilities or possibilities. There mere fact 
that a certain thing may result from a given set 
of circumstances is not sufficient..." 



Also, to alleviate the Examiner's concerns regarding claim 
45, claim 45 has been amended to recite the function that the 
article to be washed is by the washing apparatus , the article to 
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be inserted into the slit. (Emphasis added) This structure is 
not disclosed in the reference nor would it have been obvious. 

For the reasons set forth above, the Examiner is requested 
to reconsider and withdraw the rejection of the claim under 3 5 
U.S.C. § 102. 

New Claim 

New claim 52 has been added. This claim is readable upon 
Figure 1, which is an elected species. This claim is considered 
patentable at least for the same reasons as base claim 1 
(amended) . 

CONCLUSION 

Should there be any outstanding matters that need to be 
resolved in the present application, the Examiner is respectfully 
requested to contact Elliot A. Goldberg (Reg. No. 33,347) at the 
telephone number of the undersigned below, to conduct an interview 
in an effort to expedite prosecution in connection with the present 
application. 
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If necessary, the Commissioner is hereby authorized in this, 
concurrent, and future replies, to charge payment or credit any 
overpayment to Deposit Account No. 02-2448 for any additional fees 
required under 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.16 or 1.17; particularly, extension of 
time fees. 



Respectfully submitted, 




CG/EAG/fjl Falls Church, VA 22040-0747 

293 6-0151P (703) 2 05-8000 

Attachment (s) : Appendix I H-324081 
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List of Prior Art References 

A. Japanese Laid-Open Patent Application No. H4-224793, 

laid-open on August 14, 1992 

B. Japanese Laid-Open Utility Model Application No. H3-24081, 

laid-open on March 13, 1991 



Comment 

Reference A discloses a washing machine having a partial washing apparatus. 
Here, the partial washing apparatus uses supersonic vibration, but is of a type that 
washes an article to be washed simply by emitting from a jet nozzle onto the article a 
jet of water agitated by supersonic vibration. Thus, this partial washing apparatus 
requires that detergent be applied beforehand to the article, and is thus inconvenient 
to use. Moreover, the applied detergent is readily washed away, which leads to a poor 
washing effect and an increased amount of detergent needed. Thus, this partial 
washing apparatus is too uneconomic and unfriendly to the environment to be put into 
practical use. 

Reference B discloses an apparatus for putting a detergent and an assistant 
agent into a washing machine. Here, the washing machine is provided with a 
plurality of detergent containers, from which a specific detergent is automatically 
supplied in accordance with a program stored beforehand. However, this apparatus 
does not permit the user to select a detergent most suitable for a given type of article to 
be washed, and in addition has too complicated a construction to be put into practical 
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